MATERIALS AND CONSTRUCTION METHODS FOR EXTERIOR WILDFIRE EXPOSURE

The California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 1280,
entitles the maps of these geographical areas as “Maps of the
Fire Hazard Severity Zones in the State Responsibility Area of
California.”

IGNITION-RESISTANT MATERIAL is any product which,
when tested in accordance with ASTM E 84 for a period of 30
minutes, shall have a flame spread of not over 25 and show no
evidence of progressive combustion. In addition, the flame
Jront shall not progress.more than 10%: feet (3200 mm) beyond
the centerline of the burner at any time during the test.

Materials shall pass the accelerated weathering test and be
identified as exterior type, in accordance with ASTM D 2898
and ASTM D 3201. All materials shall bear identification
showing the fire performance rating thereof. That identifica-
tion shall be issued by ICC-ES or o testing facility recognized
by the State Fire Marshal having a service for inspection of
materials at the factory.

Fire-Retardant-Treated Wood or noncombustible materials
as defined in Section 202 shall satisfy the intent of this section.

The enforcing agency may use other definitions of igni-

tion-resistant material that reflect wildfire exposure to building
materials and/or their materials, performance in resisting
ignition.
LOCAL AGENCY VERY HIGH FIRE HAZARD SEVER-
ITY ZONE means an area designated by a local agency upon
the recommendation of the CDF Director pursuant to Govern-
ment Code Sections 51177(c), 51178 and 5118 that is not a
state responsibility area and where a local agency, city, county,
city and county, or district is responsible for fire protection.

STATE RESPONSIBILITY AREA means lands that are clas-
sified by the Board of Forestry pursuant to Public Resources
Code Sectlon 4125 where the financial responsibility of pre-
venting and suppressing forest fires is primarily the responsi-
bility of the state.

WILDFIRE is any uncontrolled fire spreading through vegeta-
tive fuels that threatens to destroy life, property, or resoitrees as
defined in Public Resources Code Sections 4103 and 4104.

WILDFIRE EXPOSURE is one or a combination of radiant
heat, convective heat, direct flame contact and burning embers
being projected by vegetation fire to a stricture and its immedi-
ate environment.

WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE FIRE AREA is a geo-
graphical area identified by the state as a “Fire Hazard Sever-
ity Zone” in accordance with the Public Resources Code
Sections 4201 through 4204 and Government Code Sections
51175 through 51189, or other areas designated by the enforc-
> ing agency to be at a significant risk from wildfires.

SECTION 703A
STANDARDS OF QUALITY

703A.1 General. Material, systems, and methods of construc-
tion used shail be in accordance with this Chapter.

703A.2 Qualification by testing, Material and material assem-
blies tested in accordance with the requirements of Section
703A shall be accepted for use when the results and conditions
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of those tests are met. Testing shall be performed by a testing

agency approved by the State Firve Muarshal or identified by an
ICC-ES report,

703A.3 Standards of quality. The State Fire Marshal stan-
dards listed below and as referenced in this chapter are located
in the California Referenced Standards Code, Part 12 and
Chapter 35 of this code,

SFM 12-7A-1, Exterior Wall Siding and Sheathing.
SFM 12-7A-2, Exterior Window.

SFM 12-7A-3, Under Eave.

SFM 12.7A-4, Decking.

SECTION 704A
MATERIALS, SYSTEMS AND
METHODS OF CONSTRUCTION

704A.1 Roofing.

704A.1.1 General. Roofs shall comply with the require-
ments of Chapter 7A and Chapter 15, Roofs shall have a
roafing assembly installed in accordance with its listing and
the manufacturer's installation instructions.

704A.1.2 Roof coverings. Where the roof profile atlows a
space between the roof covering and roof decking, the
spaces shall be constructed to prevent the intrusion of
Sflames and embers, be firestopped with approved materials
or have one layer of 72 pound (32.4 kg) mineral-surfaced
nonperforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D3909
installed over the combustible decking.

704A.1.3 Roof valleys. When provided, valley flashings
shall be not less than 0.019-inch (0,48 mm} (No, 26 galva-
nized sheet gage) corrosion-resistant metal installed over a
minimum 36-inch-wide (914 mm) underlayment consisting
of one layer of 72 pound (32.4 kg) mineral-surfaced
nonperforated cap sheet complying with ASTM D3909 run-
ning the full length of the valley.

704A.1.4 Reserved.

704A.1.5 Roof guiters. Roof gutters shall be provided with
the means to prevent the accumulation of leaves and debris
in the gutter,

704A.2 Attic ventilation.

704A.2.1 General. When required by Chapter 15, roof and
attic vents shall resist the intrusion of flame and embers into
the attic area of the structure, or shall be protected by corro-
sion-resistant, noncombustible wire mesh with openings a
minimum of /-inch (3.2 mm) and shall not exceed '/ -inch
(6 mm) or its equivalent.

704A.2.2 Eave or cornice vents. Vents shall not be installed
in eaves and cornices.
Exception: Eave and cornice vents may be used pro-
vided they resist the intrusion of flame and burning
emnbers Into the attic area of the structure.

704A.2.3 Eave protection. Eaves and soffits shall meet the
requirements of SFM 12-7A-3 or shall be protected by igni-
tion-resistant materials or noncombustible construction on
the exposed underside,
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